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LeRoy Butler is a former American football strong safety who played his entire career with the Green Bay 
Packers (1990-2001).  
 
Born on July 19, 1968, Butler spent his childhood in Jacksonville, Florida.  His parents separated when he 
was a toddler, and his mother, Eunice, supported Butler and his four siblings by working first as a secretary 
and later as a nurse. The family lived in a small apartment in the crime-infested Blodgett Homes housing 
project on Jacksonville’s west side. 
 
As a child, Butler’s problems went beyond poverty and crime. He was born so pigeon-toed that doctors had 
to break bones in both of his feet when he was only eight months to correct the problem. Walking was a 
major challenge for Butler, who spent much of his early youth in a wheelchair.  Between the ages of six and 
eight, he was had to wear leg braces.  He spent much of his early childhood gazing out the window 
watching neighborhood children play kickball—something he could not even imagine doing. At the time, 
doctors predicted that Butler would be lucky if he ever walked normally.  Certainly, the notion of becoming a 
professional athlete was in his foreseeable future.  
 
As fate would have it, when he was eight years old Butler discovered he no longer needed his leg braces—
quite by accident.  When his older sister, raced out of the apartment one day, she inadvertently knocked 
Butler out of his wheelchair, sending his leg braces flying as well. Picking himself up, Butler discovered that 
he could not only walk normally, but he could also run pretty well. He immediately ran outside and joined in 
a kickball game. With this amazing turn of events, Butler discovered that he could not only run, but soon he 
could run faster than most of the kids in the neighborhood.  The rest, as they say, is history. 
 



By the time he was 10 years old, Butler was starring on the neighborhood football team.  And, after junior 
high, he was recruited by football powerhouse Robert E. Lee High School on the other side of town. At 
Robert E. Lee, Butler earned seven varsity letters in all—three in football and two each in basketball and 
track. When he was a high school senior, Butler was a unanimous All-America pick, and he was heavily 
recruited by colleges all across the country.  After accepting a football scholarship to Florida State 
University, Butler shared the defensive backfield for two years with two-sport superstar Deion Sanders.  
 
Butler was selected by the Packers in the second round of the 1990 draft. He played in 181 games, earned 
a Super Bowl ring after the 1996 season, selected All-Pro 5 times, and was selected to the Pro Bowl four 
times(1993, 1996, 1997, and 1998). He was named to the NFL 1990s All-Decade Team by the Pro Football 
Hall of Fame and later inducted into the Green Bay Packers Hall of Fame in 2007. 
 
During his 12 seasons with the Packers, Butler recorded 953 tackles, 38 interceptions, 553 return yards, 12 
fumble recoveries, 3 defensive touchdowns and 20 1/2 sacks. He led or tied for the team lead in 
interceptions in five different seasons. He was the first defensive back in NFL history to gain entrance in the 
20 Sack/20 Interception Club. 
 



LEROY BUTLER FACT SHEET 
 
 

• LeRoy (pronounced LeROY) Butler was born July 19, 1968, in Jacksonville, Florida.  After his 
parents separated, he and his four siblings were raised by their mother (Eunice) who worked as a  
secretary and later as a nurse. The family lived in a small apartment in the crime-infested Blodgett 
Homes housing project on Jacksonville’s west side. 

 
• Butler spent the majority of his childhood in a wheelchair and wearing leg braces.   Doctors didn’t 

think he would ever walk normally. By accident, Butler learned that he could walk at the age of 10, 
and soon became the fastest runner in the neighborhood. 

 
• Butler starred at Robert E. Lee High School in Jacksonville, FL, 1983-85, and at Florida State 

University, 1987-89.  He was drafted in the second round (48th overall) by the Green Bay Packers 
in 1990; became Packers’ starting cornerback, 1991; starting strong safety for Packers, 1992. 

 
• As a three-year starter at Florida State, Butler recorded totals of 194 tackles and nine interceptions. 

Nearly 95 of those tackles and seven of the interceptions came in his senior year alone. 
 

• His awards include: Prep All-America, 1985; AP and UPI All-America at Florida State University, 
1989; first team All-Pro, 1993, 1996, and 1997.  Butler also received a host of other honors 
including: Pro Football Weekly, Sports Illustrated, Sporting News, and Football Digest; he was 
chosen to All-NFC teams by United Press International and Football News; and he was named to 
the Pro Bowl roster as an alternate, replacing an injured player.  

 
• During the 1993 season, Butler emerged as a star in the NFL, and the undisputed leader of the 

Packers’ defensive secondary. Named the team’s Most Valuable Defensive Player, Butler 
intercepted six passes and made 111 tackles. 

 
• During his 12 seasons with the Packers, Butler recorded 953 tackles, 38 interceptions, 553 return 

yards, 12 fumble recoveries, 3 defensive touchdowns and 20 1/2 sacks. He led or tied for the team 
lead in interceptions in five different seasons. He was the first defensive back in NFL history to gain 
entrance in the 20 Sack/20 Interception Club. 

 
• Butler is responsible for creating the “Lambeau Leap,” now a Packer tradition.  When he jumped 

into the stands after returning a fumble for a touchdown against the Los Angeles Raiders during a 
1993 home game, this now famous tradition was coined.  On a second-down swing pass to running 
back Randy Jordan, Butler forced a fumble that was recovered by Reggie White at the Raiders' 35-
yard-line. After running with the ball for 10 yards, White lateraled to Butler, who ran the remaining 
25 yards into the end zone and then made a spontaneous leap into the arms of fans in the south 
bleachers. The Packers went on to win 28-0 to clinch what would be the first of six consecutive 
playoff berths. 

 
• Butler’s outspoken, exuberant style both on and off the field made him popular among teammates, 

fans, and reporters. A broken shoulder blade sustained while tackling Atlanta Falcons running back 
Jamal Anderson in the 2001 season forced him into retirement just before the 2002 season when it 
was discovered it had not healed properly.[ 

 



ABOUT THE LEROY BUTLER FOUNDATION 
 
 
 
LeRoy Butler founded the LeRoy Butler Foundation (LBF) in 2001 quite by accident—a recurring 
theme in his life.  After being introduced on the field during football games, Butler would run around 
the field interacting with fans.  On one occasion he was drawn to a woman who was wearing his 
Number 36 jersey, who had a pink ribbon pinned to it.  He asked her jokingly why she was 
“messing up his jersey with that ribbon?”  The fan explained that the ribbon was a tribute to women 
who suffered from breast cancer and proceeded to share some statistics with him. 
 
Butler was so blown away by this—particularly as the father of four girls—that the brief information 
exchange hit him hard and prompted him to do evaluate his life.  “That’s what being part of the 
Packers is all about and I knew I had to do something to help fight this disease,” said Butler 
 
After retiring Butler founded the LeRoy Butler Foundation, whose mission is to “to help women 

going through breast cancer treatments obtain the assistance they need to focus on the job of 

healing verses the financial impact to their families.”  Money from the foundation goes directly to 
patients who may be having financial struggles—such as home foreclosures—because they’ve 
spent so much on treatment and prescriptions.” 
 
For more information about the LeRoy Butler Foundation, to donate, or to book Butler for an event, 
you can submit an inquiry through the website www.lbf36.org or call (262) 960-3610. 
 
 



LeRoy Butler—Author of Two Books 
 
 

 
 
The LeRoy Butler Story 
The LeRoy Butler Story … from Wheelchair to the Lambeau Leap tells the unique story of the 
former Green Bay Packer. From a childhood of health problems and growing up in the projects of 
Jacksonville, Florida, Butler made it as a high school and college football All-American and became 
a football hero with the Green Bay Packers, winning Superbowl XXXI. 
 

 
Leap of Faith: Stories of Courage from the LeRoy Butler Foundation is a collection of stories about 
15 women with cancer. Their stories will touch your heart. This book was orchestrated by former 
Green Bay Packer player and Super Bowl XXXI champion, LeRoy Butler who, at Lambeau Field, 
was inspired by a chance meeting with a fan wearing a #36 jersey and a pink ribbon. Since then he 
has dedicated his time and resources to generating awareness about breast cancer and raising 
money to help women devastated by this terrible disease. 
 

 
Leaping Into the Kitchen: Creator of the “Lambeau Leap,” former NFL Player is as creative and 
enthusiastic in the kitchen as he was while playing in the NFL with the Green Bay Packers.  This 
cookbook features some of his favorite recipes, as he shares not only his love of cooking, but his 
life lessons.



Appearances and Presentations—Past and Upcoming 
 
LeRoy Butler is an in-demand motivational and gifted speaker.  Below is a sample 
listing of the recent groups he has spoken to and some of his upcoming 
presentations and appearances: 
 

• Triple Touch Pink Ball Gala—Pfister Hotel, Milwaukee 

• GE Healthcare 

• Johnson Controls, Inc. 

• Badger Mutual 

• Aurora Healthcare  

• Straight School Express 

• Encore Milwaukee 

• Hometown Wellness Care  

• Humana Health Care 

• Wisconsin Professional Photographer's Association Annual Convention, Radisson Hotel, 
Green Bay, Wisconsin.  

• Rock River Intermediate School  

• Cabin Fever Bowling event 

• Flambeau Hospital  

• Ready Mix Concrete Book Signing   

• Intersections conference for individuals with disabilities  

Upcoming Presentations: 
• Network for Single Mothers (Sept 28, 2012)  

• State Farm 

• University of WI—Platteville 


